
05 DECEMBER, 2021  |  2ND  SUNDAY OF ADVENT  |   

MASS  INTENTIONS

 

(Sourced from the Internet public domain)

                        |  The YEAR OF ST. JOSEPH will conclude on December 8, 2021. |                       

O N T H E S EAS O N O F A D V EN T    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jjp7hq-n26A


Please remember if you have symptoms or test     
positive for Covid & you have been to Mass, you 
must self-isolate and let the Parish Office know.

“Prepare ye a Way for the Lord.” Mark 1: 3 

Fr. Martin or Fr. Irvin will be available to celebrate the                          
Sacrament of Reconciliation at the following times: 
Saturday, 5:20-5:50pm and Sunday, 9:50-10:20am 

If neither of these times suits you, please speak to either                               
Fr. Martin or Fr. Irvin to arrange a mutually agreeable time. 

This Advent, join us in singing our 
hearts to the Lord with chants, 
prayers and scripture readings. 

You are welcome to join us in our 
Taize Evening Prayer on 9th and 
16th December at 7PM here in    

St. Mary, Star of the Sea.

“Come with Me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest.” (Mark 6:31) 
 

You are invited to the Cluster Advent Retreat at St. Mary, Star of the Sea  
on Saturday 11th of December from 10:00am-1pm. 

  
Take some time away from the busyness of life to reflect and                 

pray during Advent. 
  

Tea and coffee will be served. Our morning will finish with lunch,                    
(due to the restrictions, please bring your own food). 

Please consider sending a real gift to someone you love this  
Christmas.  The chosen gift will go a long way in helping those less fortunate to help themselves and all in 

your loved one’s names. Over the years, younger children from this Parish have enthusiastically raised 
funds to send real gifts to those in need.                                                                                   

The joy of giving a pig, a goat, chickens, or other gift was beautiful to see in their faces. 

This year SCIAF has sent not only the catalogue, but the gift cards themselves.  The sale of these cards will 
take place in the Church:  For Weekdays from 11:30AM, Saturday 5:30PM, Sunday 10AM. 

As a Parish, we are also hoping to raise money for a larger gift, ideally water for a village.                         
You may instead, wish to make a donation towards this gift or do both. 

Danni is available before and after all Masses in the St. Eugene Chapel if you would like                               
to purchase/ donate to this special cause.



5 December, 2021 St. Serf’s, Kirkcaldy and St Mary’s, Haddington.       

12 December, 2021 St Patrick’s, Kilsyth and St Mark’s, Oxgangs.            

A full parish schedule for the 40 Hours’ Devotion is 

at  bit.ly/40hoursschedule 

   
Andrew Paterson, 
Margaret Smith, 

Neilson Donoghue, 
William Brogan, 

May Halloran 
Michael McGarvey, 

Eddie Cassidy, 
Elizabeth Fallon, 

Theresa Meechan, 
Edward Scott, 

Alexander Gerald Gordon, 
Celestina Costa, 

Mary Barrins, 
Mary Thorburn, 

Jean Bell 
James Storrie Snr, 

Alice Martin, 
David Lyons, 
Philip Glancy, 
Patrick Hamill, 
Mary Clason, 

Charlotte McBrierty, 
Lindsay F Bee, 

Michael Geraghty 

                                                                  

Find out more about the season of Advent and the   
virtues of Faith, Hope and Love in a series of online 
talks held each Monday in Advent. Hosted by the   

Archdiocese, the second talk is on Monday 6 December 
7:30pm-8:00pm, led by Canon Hugh White.                 
No registration required, simply use this link             

each week to join: bit.ly/AdventTalk (or webinar         
ID: 891 8951 4801).  

Join parishioners and clergy from across the      
Archdiocese each Tuesday throughout Advent to 
pray for unborn children, their mothers and all    

Pro-Life intentions. Begins this Tuesday                   
(30 November) at 7:45pm and includes a reflection 

from Fr Kevin Douglas. Event on Zoom,                  
register at bit.ly/30NovRosary 

The Archdiocese of St 
Andrews & Edinburgh 
is looking to recruit a 

full-time Religious  
Education Adviser 
(Primary Schools).  

Details at bit.ly/
vacancy_2021  

Restoration of Sunday Obligation 
The Bishops of Scotland have decided that 
the Obligation to attend Mass on Sundays 

and Holy days of Obligation will be reinstated 
from Sunday 2 January 2022. Their pastoral 

letter can be read at bcos.org.uk 

Our Repository will be opened at the           
following times: Saturday 5:15-5:50PM;    

Sunday 9:50-10:20AM;                              
Weekdays 11:20-11:50AM. 

Christmas cards, calendars, diaries               
and lots more available. 

https://archedinburgh.org/schedule-for-the-40-hours-devotion/
https://bit.ly/AdventTalk
https://bit.ly/30NovRosary
https://bit.ly/vacancy_2021
https://bit.ly/vacancy_2021
https://bcos.org.uk/


MASS TIMES AND OTHER  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS: Safeguarding Contacts: 

Henri Nouwen was once asked: “Are you an optimist?” His 
reply: “No, not naturally, but that isn’t important. I live in 
hope, not optimism.” 
Teilhard de Chardin once said the same thing in different 
words when he was accused of being overly-idealistic and 
unrealistic in the face of all the negative things one sees in 
the world. A critic had challenged him: “Suppose we blow up 
the world with a nuclear bomb, what then happens to your 
vision of a world coming together in peace?” Teilhard’s    
response lays bare the anatomy of hope: “If we blow up the 
world by nuclear bombs, that will set things back some    
millions of years, but eventually what Christ promised will 
come about, not because I wish it, but because God has 
promised it and, in the resurrection, God has shown that 
God is powerful enough to deliver on that promise.” 
Hope is precisely that, a vision of life that guides itself by 
God’s promise, irrespective of whether the situation looks 
optimistic or pessimistic at any given time. 
Hope is not simple optimism, an irrepressible idealism that 
will not let itself be defeated by what’s negative; nor is it 
wishful thinking, a fantasy- daydream that someday our ship 
will come in; nor is it the ability to look the evening news 
square in the eye and still conclude, realistically, that there 
are good reasons to believe everything will turn out well. 
Hope is not based on whether the evening news is good or 
bad on a given day. The daily news, as we know, is better 
on some days and worse on others. If we hope or despair 
on the basis of whether things seem to be improving or dis-
integrating in terms of world events, our spirits will go up and 
down like the stock market. Hope isn’t based on CNN, or 
any other network. Instead, hope looks at the facts, looks at 
God’s promise, and then, without denying the facts or     
turning away from the evening news, lives out a vision of life 
based upon God’s promise, trusting that a benevolent, all-
powerful God is still in charge of this world and that is more 
important than whether or not the news looks good or bad 
on a given night. 
Jim Wallis, the founder of Sojourners and one of the    
prophets of hope in today’s world, has a wonderful way of 
illustrating this: Politicians, he says, are all of a kind. A politi-
cian holds up his finger in the wind, checks which way the 
wind is blowing, and then votes that way. It generally doesn’t 
help, Wallis says, to change the politicians because those 

who replace them do exactly the same thing. They too 
make their decisions according to the wind. And so – “We 
need to change the wind!” That’s hope’s task. The wind will 
change the politicians. 
How does this work? Wallis uses the example of the dis-
mantling of apartheid in South Africa. Apartheid was not 
brought down by guns or violence or even by changing the 
politicians, but by changing the wind. And it was changed 
by hope. How? 
In the face of racial injustice, people of faith began to pray 
together and, as a sign of their hope that one day the evil of 
apartheid would be overcome, they lit candles and placed 
them in their windows so that their neighbours, the govern-
ment, and the whole world would see their belief. And their 
government did see. They passed a law making it illegal, a 
politically subversive act, to light a candle and put it in your 
window. It was seen as a crime, as serious as owning and 
flaunting a gun. The irony of this wasn’t missed by the    
children. At the height of the struggle against apartheid, the 
children of Soweto had a joke: “Our government,” they said, 
“is afraid of lit candles!” 
It had reason to be. Eventually those burning candles, and 
the prayer and hope behind them, changed the wind in 
South Africa. Morally shamed by its own people, the      
government conceded that apartheid was wrong and dis-
mantled it without a war, defeated by hope, brought down 
by lit candles backed by prayer. Hope had changed the 
wind. 
During the season of Advent, Christians are asked to light 
candles as a sign of hope. Unfortunately this practice,     
ritualized in the lighting of the candles in the advent wreath, 
has in recent years been seen too much simply as piety 
(not that piety doesn’t have its own virtues, especially the 
virtue of nurturing hope inside our children). But lighting a 
candle in hope is not just a pious, religious act; it’s a politi-
cal act, a subversive one, and a prophetic one, as          
dangerous as brandishing a firearm. 
To light an advent candle is to say, in the face of all that 
suggests the contrary, that God is still alive, still Lord of this 
world, and, because of that, “all will be well, and all will be 
well, and every manner of being will be well,” irrespective of 
the evening news. 

ADVENT  HOPE     


