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Our Parish Sacramental Programme     
(1st Holy Communion and 1st Reconciliation), 

for those children in other schools,      
will start on Sunday the           

16th January 2022 at 11:30am. 
For those who have already registered, 
we will contact you with more details.    

If you have not registered,                 
please contact the parish office. 
Looking forward to seeing you. 

Please remember if you have symptoms or  
test positive for Covid & you have been to 

Mass, you must self-isolate                               
and let the Parish Office know.

SPECIAL COLLECTlON                                        

Special Collection this Weekend          
20/21st November for Catholic Education. 

 

 



This Weekend and next, a member of the        
Finance Committee will be speaking at Masses. 
An attachment is being sent with the Newsletter. 

Next Sunday begins the Season of ADVENT 

  Daniel Joseph McLachan,  
Agnes Tansey,  

James McMahon,  
Elizabeth Fyvie, 

Georgina Rudkin,  
George Kinghorn,  
Mary Steedman,  

George Lewis Burnett, 
Joseph Hannah,  
Bridget Miller,  

Gerardo Franchi,  
Joan Lennon,  

Leslie Victor Tomes, 
Cathie Thorburn,  
Diane McCardle,  

Maria Carmina Defelice,  
Francis Power, 
David O’Neill,  

Fay Gallen,  
Lily Martin,  

Anne Payne,  
Daniel Corcoran,  
Cecilia Gordon, 
George Power,  
Mary Brodie,  

William Fitzpatrick,  
Frank Power 

: This takes 
place at 7pm on Monday 22 November 

at  St Mary’s Cathedral, followed by 
refreshments in the Coffee Saints café. 

Please register to attend at http://
www.prisonersweek.org.uk/

events  Downloadable resources for this 
year’s Prisoners’ Week can be found 

at www.prisonersweek.org.uk 

:                                                                      

Christmas is a time for sharing and giving with love, not only with our 
families and friends, but with those less fortunate than ourselves. 

 
Please consider sending a real gift to someone you love this       

Christmas. The chosen gift of love will go a long way in helping those 
less fortunate to help themselves and all in your loved one’s name. 

 
Over the years, younger children from this Parish have enthusiastical-
ly raised funds to send real gifts to those in need. The joy of giving a 
pig, a goat, chickens, or other gift was beautiful to see in their faces. 

 
This year SCIAF has sent not only the catalogue, but the gift cards 

themselves. The sale of these cards will take place in the Church. For 
Weekdays from 11:30AM, Saturday 5:30PM, Sunday 10AM.            

The catalogues are already available as you enter the Church.    
Please have a good look to see what gifts your loved one would be 

happy to have sent in their name. This year there is no need to wait 
for the cards through the post. 

 
As a Parish we are also hoping to raise money for a larger gift,         

ideally water for a village. You may, instead,                                       
wish to make a donation towards this gift or do both. 

Please pass the love on. 
Danni is available before and after all Masses in the Eugene Chapel if 

you would like to purchase/ donate to this special cause. 

to be carried out on            
Saturday 27/Sunday 28 November. 

This census is to include all who attended each Mass, whether a    
Saturday Vigil Mass or a Mass on the Sunday; all the religious, 

male and female; those of all ages, however young, even babes 
in arms. In addition to those attending Mass in the parish 

church, the census is to include all who attend Mass in any other 
church or Mass centre, convent, school, hospital, camp, or what-

ever, within the boundaries of the parish, whether the Mass is 
celebrated by a priest of the parish or by another priest. 
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MASS TIMES AND OTHER  

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAMS: Safeguarding Contacts: 

The French novelist and essayist, Leon Bloy, once made this comment 

about God's power in our world: "God seems to have condemned himself 

until the end of time not to exercise any immediate right of a master over a 

servant or a king over a subject. We can do what we want. He will defend 

himself only by his patience and his beauty."  

God defends himself only by his patience and his beauty! How true! And 

how significant for our understanding of power!  

The way we understand power is invariably bound up with how we see 

power exercised in our world. Our world understands power precisely as a 

force that can lord it over others, a force that can compel others to obey. 

In our world, power is understood to be real only when it can forcibly as-

sert itself to make others obey it. For us, strong people have power, politi-

cal rulers have power, economic systems have power, billionaires have 

power, the rich and the famous have power, muscular bodies have power, 

and the playground bully has power; power that can make you buckle un-

der, one way or the other. But such a notion of power is adolescent and 

superficial. Power that can make you buckle under is only one kind of pow-

er and ultimately not the most transformative kind. Real power is moral. 

Real power is the power of truth, beauty, and patience. Paradoxically, real 

power generally looks helpless. For example: If you put a powerfully mus-

cled athlete, the CEO of a powerful corporation, a playground bully, an 

academy-award winning movie star, and a baby into the same room, who 

has the most power? Ultimately, it's the baby. At the end of the day, the 

baby's helplessness overpowers physical muscle, economic muscle, and 

charismatic muscle. Babies cleanse a room morally; they do exorcisms, 

even the most callous watch their language around a baby.  

That's the kind of power God revealed in the incarnation. Against almost all 

human expectation, God was born into this world, not as Superman or 

Superstar, but as a baby, helpless to care for its own needs. And that's how 

God is still essentially present in our lives. Pulitzer prize-winning writer, 

Annie Dillard, suggests that this how we forever find God in our lives, as a 

helpless infant lying in the straw whom we need to pick up, nurture, and 

provide with give human flesh.  

She's right, and her insight, like that of Leon Bloy, has huge implications for 

how we understand God's power in our lives and for how we understand 

God's, seeming, silence in our lives.  

First, God's power in our lives: When we examine the biblical account of 

Adam and Eve and original sin, we see that the primary motivation for 

eating the apple was their desire to somehow grasp at divinity, to become 

like God. They wanted Godlike power. But they, like us, badly misunder-

stood what makes for genuine power. St. Paul shows us the antithesis of 

that in how he describes Jesus in the famous Christological hymn in the 

Epistle to the Philippians. Paul writes there that Jesus did not deem equali-

ty with God something to be grasped at, but rather that he emptied him-

self of that power to become helpless, trusting that this emptying and 

helplessness would ultimately be the most transformative power of all. 

Jesus submitted to helplessness to become truly powerful.  

That insight can shed light on how we understand God's apparent absence 

in our world. How might we comprehend what is often called "the silence 

of God"? Where was God during the Holocaust? Where is God during nat-

ural disasters that kill thousands of people? Where is God when senseless 

accidents and illnesses take the lives of countless persons? Why doesn't 

God forcefully intervene? God is present and intervening in all these situa-

tions, but not in the way we ordinarily understand presence, power, and 

intervention.  

God is present the way beauty is present, in the way a helpless, innocent 

newborn is present, and in the way truth as a moral agent is always pre-

sent. God is never silent because beauty, innocence, helplessness, and 

truth are never silent. They're always present and intervening, but unlike 

ordinary human power, they're present in a way that is completely non-

manipulative and fully respectful of your freedom. God's power, like that 

of a newborn, like the power of beauty itself, fully respects you.  

When we look at the struggles within our world and within our private 

lives, it often seems like divine power is forever being trumped by human 

power. As the cartoon character, Ziggy, likes to put it: The poor are still 

getting clobbered in our world. But, like David, standing with a just a boy's 

slingshot before Goliath, a giant who looks overpowering in terms of mus-

cle and iron; and just like the apostles being asked to set five little loaves 

of bread and two tiny fish before a crowd of 5000, God always looks un-

derwhelming in our world. But we know how these stories end. 

GOD’S POWER AS POWERLESSNESS  


